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From the CEO 

Friends, 

2020 brought us all many challenges with the pandemic 
outbreak of COVID-19 and our presidential election.  It 
became difficult to move forward with many of our efforts 
due to social distancing, closing of schools, cancelling of 
many meetings and social gatherings.  I hope and pray that 

you all remained healthy throughout the year. It seems that everyone I know, 
including myself, has been personally touched by the COVID-19 pandemic. God 
bless all those who have suffered the loss of loved ones during this terrible time.  
As the COVID-19 vaccinations become available and provided to all throughout 
the world, I look forward to moving toward a more normal. 

Energy remains a key to a healthy economy and all aspects of our daily lives, no 
matter what comes our way. More than ever, our need for access to clean, reliable, 
and affordable energy is evident. 

We at Energy Alabama continue to challenge the powerful utilities to embrace 
deployment of solar energy and other renewables at both the utility scale and at the 
distributed scale. We also continued to fight for individuals to have the ability to 
deploy solar on their homes and businesses.  

As the COVID-19 pandemic recedes due to the deployment of multiple vaccines 
and our children get back into school, we will be there to continue our Energy In 
Action and other education programs. 

Our ability to provide technical support was limited this year, but we continue to 
receive requests and have provided support to several across the state. 

Energy Alabama’s future is bright. We have truly been blessed to have all the 
wonderful support from you, our members, volunteers, friends, and supporters. 

To continue supporting our work, please become a member by visiting: 
http://alcse.org/energy-alabama-friend 

I look forward to a much more normal 2021 and please continue to be safe! 

- Randy 



 

 

OUR WORK 

 

Education  

Energy Alabama educates communities across the state to provide them with access 
to factual information about sustainable energy. We work with Alabama’s children 
to prepare them through STEM educational curricula for a world powered by 
sustainable energy. Our work in this area focuses on interactive, hands-on 
education with real-world technology, and aims to show the opportunity of 
sustainable energy.  

 

Policy 

Energy Alabama engages in policy work to advance sustainable energy in local 
communities and ultimately our state. We work on policies that support openness 
and transparency in utility rates and ratemaking processes, improve equity in 
energy efficiency programs, remove barriers to renewable energy deployment, and 
give customers better access to their utility data. We challenge utilities that make 
uneconomic decisions to benefit shareholders rather than customers. 

 

Technical Assistance 

Energy Alabama provides technical assistance to help businesses and community 
organizations improve their energy efficiency and switch to renewable energy. Our 
technical assistance work focuses on overcoming barriers that typically stand in the 
way of improving the built environment, as well as using our knowledge of 
resources to improve the economics of projects. 

 
  



 

 

2020 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Energy Alabama continued our flagship educational program, Energy in Action, 
thanks to support from Northrup Grumman. Energy in Action aims to help students 
achieve real energy savings in their school and in community businesses. Students 
learn the basics of energy management and progress through a deeper working 
knowledge of energy. While COVID-19 delayed many of our plans, we were able 
to reach new students and start the process of getting materials available for virtual 
instruction.  

 
Energy Alabama continued to serve on the Alabama Green Ribbon Schools 
Committee, which is hosted by the Alabama State Department of Education. Green 
Ribbon Schools are judged based on environmental impact and costs of their 
operations; the health and wellness of schools, students, and staff; and their 
environmental and sustainability education. Congratulations to Tuscaloosa City 
Schools for their work to improve sustainability throughout the district. 
 
 
Energy Alabama welcomed a new board member, Jonathan Rossow, who had 
helped launch Saving Generations, a program to educate low-income families in 
Madison County, and help them install energy efficient upgrades. COVID-19 hurt 
our ability to deliver in-person trainings and make upgrades to homes, but we were 
able to help about twenty homes prior to the pandemic being declared. We are 
looking forward to resuming in-person assistance in 2021. 
 
 
In 2020, Energy Alabama participated at the Alabama Public Service Commission 
(PSC) against Alabama Power’s unjust $5/kW per month tax on grid-connected 
solar. Unfortunately, the PSC backed Alabama Power and raised the solar tax to 
$5.41/kW. We will continue to fight for equitable access to the grid for solar 
customers. 
 
 
 



 

 

Energy Alabama, along with Gasp and represented by the Southern Environmental 
Law Center, opposed Alabama Power’s petition to the Alabama PSC for 
permission to build and buy new (mostly) gas at a cost to customers of at least $1.1 
billion. The PSC again sided with Alabama Power (notice a theme?) to allow the 
unprecedented expansion. Energy Alabama and Gasp have appealed the decision to 
the Montgomery Circuit Court. 
 

When the pandemic first hit, it became quite clear that Alabamians would need 
help. Energy Alabama, along with partners, took action and were able to win a 
disconnection moratorium from Alabama Power, at least through September 28, 
2020. Subsequently, we also won a $100 million refund for Alabama Power 
customers from overpaid fuel costs. 

  



 

 

2020 FUNDERS 

● Alabama Rivers Alliance 
● Amazon Smile 
● Clif Bar Family Foundation 
● Heidi Tyler 
● Kroger 
● Mosaic 
● Northrup Grumman 
● Sierra Club 
● West Alabama Words 

 

 
  



 

 

2020 BY THE NUMBERS 

Total Income: $35,244 

 
 

Total Expenses: $18,906 

 
 
  

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000 14000 16000

P R O G R AMMA T I C

C O N T R A C T U A L

M EM B E R S H I P

E V E N T S

G E N E R A L

2020 INCOME

0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000 12000

A DM I N I S T R A T I O N

P R O G R AM S

E V E N T S

M EM B E R S H I P

F U N D R A I S I N G

2020 EXEPENSES



 

 

FIVE-YEAR FINANCIAL TRENDS 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Darryl Bird 

Bird and Kamback 
Architects 

 
Randy Buckner (Chair) 

Retired 

 
Jack Stewart 

Retired 

 

Edwan O’Neal 

TMT Group, Inc. 

 

 

Jonathan Rossow 

Modern Technology 
Solutions, Inc. 

 

Richard Williams 

Media Fusion 

 
  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 

facebook.com/energyalabama 
 

@energyalabama 

 
@energyalabama 

 
http://alcse.org/contact 

 
admin@alcse.org 

 
(256) 812-1431 

 
PO Box 1381 

Huntsville, AL 35807 
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